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words, we can see how the divine Being may be
regarded as the principle or first cause of all his
creatures and yet not in the strict sense the cause of evil
as such. Tor, if the root of evil lies in the self-will
of creatures, who, in seeking themselves, divorce them-
selves from the life of God and become the rivals and
enemies of each other, yet, on the other hand, such
self-wilt is a necessary element in the inchoate con-
sciousness of self, and it is only by passing through it
and overcoming it that the consciousness of .a self
which is at one with man and with God can be
developed. A self-conscious being cannot possibly be,
or become, good by the determination of another; and
in this sense we may say that it is impossible even for
God to create a good spirit, a spirit which is good
ftfaxt from its own will, or good except by the over-
coming of evil within and without it. For the very
consciousness of self carries with it the assertion of
self and the seeking of self; and in a finite being such
self-assertion and self-seeking have in them the germ of
all that is evil Such a being has by its own experience
to discover that it can be one with itself only as it
is one with God, and it must discover this for itself.
From this point of view we can say that evil is
essentially involved in the existence of finite spirits,
and th&t even divine power could not prevent it, if
God was to be the Father of spirits who could share
in Ms own life. For a spiritual kingdom is necessarily